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Classification Decision: 

Objectionable. 


Display conditions: 

Not Applicable. 


Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


• • 

Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


• • 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The sexual conduct portrayed in this video slick is presented as sado-masochism. It is 
acknowledged that many SM related activities such as ‘Bondage and Discipline’ involve 
the restraint of participants, the infliction of painful stimuli for purposes of sexual 
arousal, and role-plays exploring issues of dominance and submission. However, the 
central tenet of SM activity is the notion of consent. 

In this video slick, consent is implied in the manner of the photograph on the front 
cover, and in the manner or tone of the text. However, the cover photo appears to be a 
staged photo to promote the recording (demonstrated by the way all the women are 
looking at the camera). In contrast, the participants in the photos on the spine and back 
cover are not posing. These photos depict scenes from the actual recording, of actual 
violence and coercion. There is little context or evidence of consent in these photos. 
They present naked women being subjected to cruelty by clothed men, or by other 
women. This conduct is directed exclusively at women, while the slick is clearly 
directed at engaging the interest of men. 

The video slick promotes these images of torture and coercion as sexually arousing. It 
represents that the women desire torture and coercion. It therefore promotes or 
supports the use of coercion to compel persons to submit to sexual conduct. For the 
purposes of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 it is 
objectionable, under s3(2)(b). 
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